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the desultory war, many of whom afterwards
fought with distinction in the armies of the Union.
It was the romance of history. The indescribable
agitation which always attends the introduction of
a great moral question into politics pervaded the
souls of men, transforming the commonplace into
ideal, and inaugurating a heroic epoch. The
raptures that swelled the hearts of the pioneers
yet thrill and vibrate in the blood of their pos-
terity, like the chords of a smitten harp when the
player has departed."

"When bands of ruffians from Missouri crossed
the border and committed atrocious barbarities
upon these anti-slavery pioneers, a mighty wave of
indignation stirred the whole North, and Whittier
gave voice to it in his poem "Le Marais du
Cygne." Some of the details of the massacre of
Swan's Marsh will explain to younger readers who
have no memory of these stirring times the rea-
son of the deep feeling displayed in this poem.
"Chouteau's Trading Post," as it was called at
the time of the massacre, is on the old military
road, now disused, from Fort Leaven worth to Fort
Scott, on the south bank of the Marais du Cygne
River, three miles from the Missouri line. On the
morning of May 19, the settlers at the Post were
engaged in their usual pursuits, unarmed, and
without thought of danger. A band of twenty-
five or thirty Missourians, mounted, and under
command of Captain Charles A. Hamilton, crossed
the border, and captured twelve men, several of
them the heads of families. They were bound and
taken to a ravine, where they were placed in line,